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Abstract

The general election held in July 3, 2011 in case of eight
constituencies in Chonburi province. The researcher has studied the
behavior of the voters and the candidates in each constituencies and
came across that this general election in Chonburi is the arena of the
competition among the candidates from three major political parties;
Democrat Party, Pheuthai Party and Palangchon Party. The majority of
Chonburi voters have tended to cast the ballots for the candidates who
have associated with or affiliated to the political party which has the

strong base in the local government; in terms of the patron-client basis.
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During the election, most political parties have, as usual, the vote
canvassers to mobilize the voters. Normally the effective canvassers
are the local politicians; the head of village: Phuyaiban and the sheriffs:
Kumnnan. This research obviously shows that within the air of political
conflict among the redshirt and the yellow shirt this political
environment leaded {o the formation of Palangchon Party and affected
the voting behavior of Chonburi voters. The election result is
Palangchon Party gain 6 seats while Democrat Party and Palangchon
Party each receive one seat. The success of Palangchon Party has
mainly come from the voters’ consideration to the saga of Khumpluem
family and the guid pro quo network among the upper tier and lower
tier of local governments in Chonburi. The number of voters who vote
for the Palangchon candidates in each constituencies are much lower
than the ballots in its Parly’s List box. Laslly the researcher has posted
the observation about the number of the vote-no ballots are the vital
factor that trigger to the loss of, at leasl, two candidates from the

Democrat Party.
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