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The purpose of this study was to examine economic and social impacts resulted from the
construction of Naruebodindrachinta Reservoir. The data were collected via an in-depth interview
technique. The key informants comprised three groups, including agriculturalists, fishermen, and
representatives from Bangtan Sub-district Administrative Organization. A content analysis technique
was used to analyze the collected data.

The results of the study revealed that after the construction of the reservoir, in terms of
economic impact, there was an increase of income among agriculturalists despite the same number of
rice farming, which was twice a year. Also, regarding prawn farming, it could be done three times a
year, resulting in an increase of hiring rates and income among agriculturalists and prawn-raising
farmers. This helped to pay the entrepreneurs’ debts. In general, the economic situation in the area was
better, resulting from an increase of the entrepreneurs’ income leading to a better flow of money
spending among them. This resulted from the fact that people in the area had higher productivity and
gained more income.

Regarding social impacts, the construction of the reservoir barely had effects on the
people. This was because these people lived far away from the construction site, hindering their
migration or change of their ways of earning their living. The problem of water shortage was completely
eliminated. The perception among people in the area about agriculture was better, resulting from the fact
that there was plenty of water for agricultural use. Also, the systematic release of water helped to solve
the problem of salty water in the area, making Bantan become an area with fresh water all year round
and is arable and suitable for agriculture, animal raising, and fisheries. Finally, the construction of the

reservoir helped to solve the conflicts of water among people in the area.
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