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Al

would be more relations with foreign nations but financia; supporis would most likelv be in the
form of loans. Trends of Thai foreign policy would be relztions among the newghboring countries
and Asian countries. rather than the other regions,

2. Trends of educauon. the experts agreed that the impact of social change would
more toward Thai cducation to cducational reform in administrative structure and svstem.
curriculum and instruction. textbook, measurement ard evaluation of leaming n every
educational level as well as the teaching profession development and promotion. in the pre-
primary level. expansions of kindergarten school would mare be necessary for urban socicly. In
the primary level. the most trend was extension of compulsory education to either the lower
secondary level or to the higher secondary level would occur in the near future as well as
adaptation of curriculum and quality of educartion. In the secondary level. the most trend would be
the provision of opportunity for all citizen and expansion of secondary education level to the
border areas. In the vocational level. the most likely trend would be the expansion of this level
;I.I]d the cooperation between educational institutions and industrial factory would more increase
as well as the short course for training teacher and employees would be provided.

In the tertiary level, both the extension of institutional education 1o the region and
offering of new facultics, the new discipline would be 1ake place in the most trends. Trends later
n educational administration that would likely océ’ur include the improvement of the structure
and svstem of ¢ducational management, mobilization of resources from local and private sectors
would be more possible as well as the English program would be offered for internationalization
and privatization of university. There would also be more coardination with foreign universities
for teaching and research’s exchange, In every level, conclusive adaptatian of curriculum in order
to add foteign language, technology. local wisdom. morality and practicum would be imcereasingly

implemented in this near future.



Topie Research Tiends of Soctal Chunge and Its Impact on Thai
Education in The Ezrlv 21 Century (C.E. 2000-2010) -

A Case Study in Tre Eastern Region of Thailand

Rescarcher Mr. Suwichai Kosaivawat
Year August 1999
~ Abstract

The purpose of this rcsca.rch was to study trends of social change and its i.mpact on
Thai education in the early 217 century (C.E. 2000-2010}. Tt is a case study in the eastern region
of Thailand. The methads of this research were documentary research. interviews and open-ended
questionnaires for analyzing the context of education and the Delphi Technique was utilized for
studving trends of education. Three rounds of guiestioning were conducted to study opinions of 30
educational experts. All answers were then analyzed by means of mode. median and inter-quartile
range. Additional interviews of 10 experts were aimed at gathering more information for this
research. Research findings were as follows:

I. Trends of social change in the carly 21" century was found that political and
administrative reform wounld be happened as well as the decentralization of authority to the region
by the new consiitution and trends toward more polttical stability had been predicicd. The
economy would be developing from an agricultural based ECONOMY 10 a more agro-industrial
economy and expanding of tourism and service accommodations. Eastern Thai saciety ;x=er‘e
becoming more urban and industrialized but traditional and urbanized culture would he
assunilated in the regional development by local wisdom. Population’s growth rate would
deczease but problems relating o quality of life from immigrated populaton would persist.

especialiv the wraffic, pollution, stress, immorality and social problems in the urban areas. Ther
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