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57920195: MAJOR: COMMUNITY NURSE PRACTITIONER; M.N.S.
(COMMUNITY NURSE PRACTITIONER)
KEYWORDS: SMOKING INITIATION/ FEMALE VOCATIONAL STUDENTS
SAOWALUK MAHASUAN: FACTORS RELATED TO SMOKING INITIATION
AMONG FEMALE VOCATIONAL STUDENTS IN CHACHOENGSAO PROVINCE.
ADVISORY COMMITTEE: PORNNAPA HOMSIN, Ph.D., RUNGRAT SRISURIYAWET,
Ph.D. 84 P. 2018.

Smoking in young women is a major public health problem and is expanding globally.
The purposes of this research were to study smoking initiation and to examine the relationship
of internal and environmental factors to smoking initiation among female vocational students.
The sample consisted of 255 female vocational students in Chachoengsao province selected by
cluster sampling. The research instruments included questionnaires about demographic and
smoking information, the attitude toward smoking, smoking refusal self- efficacy and parental
attachment. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistical analysis and binary logistic regression.

It was found that smoking initiation among female vocational students was 15.7%.
The significant factors related to smoking initiation were smoking refusal self-efficacy (AOR = 5.37,
95% CI = 1.94-16.77), smoking peer persuasion (AOR = 49.04, 95% CI = 16.55-145.28).
However, age, academic achievement, attitude toward smoking, parental attachment, parental
smoking and peer smoking were not significantly related to smoking initiation.

Study results contribute to the knowledge of smoking initiation among female youth.
These findings then will be useful to developing strategies to prevent smoking effectively such as

focusing on enhancing smoking refusal self- efficacy.
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