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55910235: M.P.H. (PUBLIC HEALH)
KEYWORDS: ACCESS/DENTAL SERVICES/ ELDERLY

PINTONG PRASONGSUK: ACCESS TO DENTAL SERVICES AMONG THE
ELDERLY IN CHONBURI PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WANASARA
CHAONIYOM, Ph.D.; WANLOP JAIDEE, Ph.D., 96 P. 2017.

The relationship study was aimed to study the access to dental services and identify
factors associated with access to dental services among the elderly in Chonburi. Data were
collected from 357 elderly people with multi-stage random sampling method. Questionnaire was
used to gather the data and analyzed by descriptive statistics and stepwise multiple regression
analysis.

The results revealed the most of the elderly (75.9%) was women with an average age at
69.1 years old. The mostly dental services were filling (39.8%) in the past year. Access to dental
services among the elderly in Chonburi was at moderate level (72.2 % of the total score). In terms
of five dimensions of access, only acceptability was evaluated at the high level (81.4% of the total
score) and affordability, availability, accessibility and accommodation were evaluated at the
moderate level (72.4%, 71.9%, 71.8 % and 61.5 % of the total score) Occupation (Farmers),
caregiver (grandchildren), retirement / not working and number of family members jointly
predicted 6.7 %. This study suggests that providers should support the cost of dental services and

encourage caregivers on the importance of oral health of the elderly
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