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Abstract

The purpose of this comparative descrip-
tive study was to compare information needs
and information received among family mem-
bers of critical and terminally 41l patients ad-
mitted in Intensive Care Unit of one regional
hospital in eastern region of Thailand. Thirty-
eight family members were recruited into the
study. Data were collected during May to De-
cember 2007. The instruments consisted of the
Personal Data of Critical and Terminalty I
Patients and Family Members Questionnaire and
the Information Needs ind Information Received
Questionnaire. The content validity was ascer-
tained and the Cronbach’s alpha coefficicients
were .94 and .95, respectively. Data were ana-
lyzed using frequency, percentage, mean, stin-
dard deviation and dependent t-test.

The results showed that there was a sig-
nificant difference between information needs
and information received at the significant level
of .05. In addition, the information need scores
were higher than the information received scores.

In conclusion, the finding can be used as

a guide to provide information to family mem-

bers of critical and terminally ill patients in order
to help them cope effectively with the end of
life of their love ones.

Key words : Information needs, information
received, critical and terminatly ill, famtily mem-

bers of critical and terminally ill-patients
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