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Abstract

This research is a descriptive research.
The purpose of this study was to explore the
opinions of nursing students studying at Faculty
of Nursing, Burapha University, Thailand
toward employing concept mapping in nursing
care plan. The sampling was a group- of 152
third-year nursing students enrolled in subject
entitled “Practicum of Adult Nursing II”. The
research instruments included the questionnaire
asking about students’ opinions about concept
mapping in nursing care plan. It showed good

reliability with Cronbach’s alpha coefficient of

-86. Open questions were also asked to explore
nursing students about the benefit of concept
mapping. Descriptive statistics and content
analysis were employed to analyze the data. The
results showed that

1. The concept mapping encouraged the
nursing students to develop 3 skills enormously:
1) thinking skills (mean =.4.29, SD = .63) 2)
writing skills (mean = 4.11, SD = .74) and 3)
speaking (skills \(mean = 4.30, SD = .66)

2. The students took much more time
to read for writing the concept mapping
(mean = 3.92, SD = .90)

3. The writing of \concept_mapping was
difficult moderately (mean = 3.23, SD = 1.11)

4. The students supported to use of
concept. mapping in nursing care plan in this
subject and others (mean = 4.18, SD = .77)

The results from content analysis showed
that the concept mapping have benefit 1) Have
a key word, group of concept, and easy to
understand 2) Can connect the thinking,
understand the relations between problems and
enhance holistic view of the patient’s problems
and 3) encourage the creativity

Based on the findings from this study, it
is recommended that for next time, the nursing
instructors should enhance nursing students’
knowledge toward applying concept mapping in
nursing care plan for develop thinking, writing
and speaking skill. They should introduce and
instruct nursing students step by step in order to
adapt and utilize the concept mapping model

into their nursing care plan effectively and
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apply to research in the future for effective of
concept mapping in nursing care plan.
Key words : Concept mapping, nursing care
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