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Abstract

The purpose ot this predictive correla-
tional research was to determine predictors of
adaptive behavior of (preschoolers, including
child gender, temperameﬁt, home environment,
family ‘'type, family income and mother’s
education. Simple random sampling was used
to recruit sample. The sample consisted of 126
mothers of preschoolers who brought their
children to receive service at child daycare
centers, which belonged to the Royal Thai
Navy i Amphur Sattahip, Chon Buri province.
Data were collected during February to March
2010. Research instruments included 4 measures;
1) the demographic questionnaire, 2) the Home
Observation for the Measurement of Environ-
| ment (HOME) Inventory, 3) the child tempera-
ment questionnaire, and 4) the preschooler’s
adaptive behavior questionnaire. Content
Validity Index (CVI) of the 2-4 scales were
.83, .83, and 1-.00, respectively. Kuder-Richadson

(KR-20) was used to examine reliability of the

HOME and the preschooler’s adaptive behavior
questionnaire; and there were .81, and .83,
respectively. Chronbach’s alpha coefficient
(Q) of the child temﬁerament questionnaire was
.80, Data were analyzed by using frequencies,
percents, means, standard deviations, ranges,
Pearson’s correlation and multiple regression
analyses.

Results revealed that mean score of
adaptive behavior of preschoolers receiving
service in child daycare was 37.40 (SD =.42,
range 21-45). Child temperament, sex and
home environment were positively correlated to
adaptive behavior of the preschoolers (r =.287,
p <01, r = .239, p'< .0l and r =152, p <.05,
respectively). Girls had significantly better
adaptive behavior than boys. Family type,
family income and educational level of mother
were not significantly correlated (p >.05). The
best and significant predictor of the preschooler’s
adaptive behavior was the home environment
(B = .258; = 3.015, p <.05) and the second best
was child gender (girl) ([} = .201; ¢ = 2.352, p<
.05). The two predictors accounted for 12.2 %

8.545, p <.001) in the

of vanance (F 2,123

prediction.

These findings suggest that home
environment and child gender are important
factors Influencing on preschooler’s adaptive
behavior receiving service in child daycare
center. In addition, Pediatric Advanced Practice
Nurses (P-APN) and other child health care

providers could develop an intervention program

based on these results to promote and enhance
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child raring of mothers with preschoolers to
have more appropriate child adaptive behavior
in the later life.

Key words : Adaptive behavior, preschoolers,
child daycare center, home environment,

temperament
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