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Abstract

This research was aimed firstly to
examine how many reading patterns of Kanji
compounds exist; and secondly, to numerate
the proportion of each reading pattern found in
two - Kanji compounds.

It was found that there were four
reading patterns of Kanji compounds: “on”,
“kun”, “on” and “kun” combined, and "kun” and
“on" combined. Among these four patterns, “on”
was the most frequent pronunciation pattern for
reading Kanji compounds rated 97.4% followed
by “kun” rated 46.7%. The pronunciations of “an
" and "kun” combined and-‘kun”. and “on”
combined were rated 11:.2%+12:.0% which were

not significantly difierent,

Keywords: Kanji compound, On reading, Kun
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In Defence of

“"Memorizing several thousand
Chinese characlers is a burden for any
student. it is considerable burden for the
young native- speaker of either Chinese
or Japanese, but if is even more onerous
in the case of the adull foreign student
of these languages, who learns the
language at the same time that he or

she is trying o learn the script.”
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