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54930438: MAJOR: GENERAL ADMINISTRATION; M.P.A.
(GENERAL ADMINISTRATION)
KEYWORDS: PROBLEMS AND OBSTACLES OF BORDER TRADING/ BORDER
TRADING AT SA KAEW PROVINCE/ ASEAN FREE TRADE
AGREEMENT
PHOORIDETH PHARAJARAT: PROBLEMS AND IMPACTS OF THAI
ENTREPRENEURS AT THAI-CAMBODIA FREE TRADE AGREEMENT: CASE OF
AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT ENTREPRENEURS IN SA KAEW PROVINCE. ADVISOR:
CHITTAPOL CHAIMADAN, M.A., 106 P. 2013.

The purpose of this study was twofold. First, it aimed at examining trading situations,
procedures, and ways of trade among Thai entrepreneurs at Thai-Cambodia Border after ASEAN
Free Trade Agreement. Second, it investigated problems and impacts of Thai entrepreneurs at
Thai-Cambodia Border after ASEAN Free Trade Agreement. This study is qualitative research.
The major informants were Thai entrepreneurs at one official crossing point and three temporarily
permitted areas in Sa Kaew Province. These 20 entrepreneurs included those who exported and
imported goods between the two countries. An interview technique was used for data collection,
followed by a content analysis which included summarizing and analyzing each informant’s main
point.

The results of the study were as follows:

1. According to the information provided by Aranyaprathet Custom House, it was
found that the major Thai agricultural products exported to Cambodia were swine and animal
food. Imported goods from Cambodia to Thailand included animal corns, soybean seeds,
cassavas, and sea animals. Trade at Thai-Cambodia border in the past was fruitful and profitable.
However, the investment of many major new entrepreneurs affected the existing Thai
entrepreneurs.

2. With reference to the procedures and transportation, the trading patterns at Thai
Cambodia border were found similar to those of international trade, in which there are not
only local traders but also those from central and different regions of Thailand doing trade at

Thai-Cambodia border. Exchanging goods between traders from the two countries was the major



trading pattern, using a simple and convenient method of trade. Both legal and illegal trades were
found at Thai-Cambodia border, especially at Klong Luk official crossing point and at three
temporarily permitted areas, including Ta Praya, Nong Prue, and Khao Din in Sa Kaew Province.
It was found that big-sized trucks were used as a major method of transporting goods between the
two countries.

3. Regarding the experience in importing and exporting goods, it was revealed that
Thai entrepreneurs have been doing this kind of business for more than 10 years. Most of them
are small-sized entrepreneurs, doing business at Thai-Cambodia border since international laws
and regulations between the two countries were not strictly enforced. In the past, the procedures
for importing/exporting goods used by these local traders were simple when compared to those of
the present trades, in which more detailed procedures are required. The majority of these local
traders still lack knowledge of these procedures.

In short, it was shown that Thai entrepreneurs at Thai-Cambodia border in Sa Kaew
Province, after ASEAN Free Trade Agreement, still face problems and obstacles in exporting
goods to Cambodian markets. These problems and obstacles were caused by both internal factors

in Thailand and some restrictions posed by Cambodia.
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