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KEYWORDS: MOTIVATION/ ENGLISH FOR COMMUNICATION/ STUDENT

PORNTHIP CHAIWORAVIBOOL: LANGUAGE LEARNING
MOTIVATION TOWARDS THE USE OF ENGLISH FOR COMMUNICATION OF
ENGLISH MAJOR STUDENTS AT BURAPHA UNIVERSITY, ADVISORY
COMMITTEE: ASSISTANT PROFESSOR SOMBOON CHETCHUMLONG, Ph.D.
106 P. 2013

This study aimed to investigate levels and types of motivation in learning
English (i.e., instrumental motivation, integrative motivation, resultative motivation, and
intrinsic motivation) that influenced language students’ performance and improvement in
using English for communication emphasizing on speaking and listening skills. It was
designed as a mixed methods research; thus, two research instruments: a close-ended
questionnaire for collecting quantitative data, and an interview for cellecting qualitative
data were employed. Participants for the questionnaire were 32 third-year English major
students in the Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences at Burapha University, who
passed 223232 Oral English II in the first semester of 2011 academic year. In addition,
participants for the interview were 6 students and a native lecturer who taught the course.
The results revealed that students had a high level of motivation in learning English; the
overall mean score was 3.75. The means of students’ levels of motivation related to
instrumental, integrative, resultative and intrinsic motivations were 4.01, 3.83, 3.63, and
3.51, respectively. Also, students who had different proficiency levels in using English
for communication did not have different motivations in learning English. It was also
found that integrative motivation had most impact on students’ using English for
communication, followed by instrumental motivation. Furthermore, students who had a
higher level of motivation in learning English had better improvement in using English
for communication than students who had a lower level of motivation. Furthermore,
students who had intrinsic motivation in learning English had the highest level of
improvement in using English for communication, after that instrumental motivation,

integrative motivation, and resultative motivation.
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