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42910448 : MAJOR : THAI LANGUAGE : M.A. (THAI)
KEYWORD  : THE MALAISUTRA, A CRITICAL STUDY

CHANIDA RUENGJAROON : A CRITICAL STUDY OF THE MALAISUTRA.
THESIS ADVISORS : DHAWAJ POONOTOKE. M.A. (EPICGRAPHY), CHITTAPA
SARAPANUKE CHAIPANYA. Ph.D. (SANSKRIT). 240 P. ISBN 974 -382-611-4

The purpose of this research was to study the Malaisiiira number, 311.11. 283/1-5,
The original writings of the Malaistitra were inscribed on palm ~leaves (Bai - 1an) in Khom letters,
. discovered in Chantaburi National library of Thailand. Other purposes of this study were to conserve
and propagate traditional Buddhist literature.

This thesis consists of five chapters. An introduction, mentioning objectives the method of
study, the scope of the study, the review of literature and expected benefits from the research are
presented in the first chapter. The second chapter presents the manuscripts of the Malaislitra, life
story of Phra‘Mélai in Buddhism, the historical background of the Malaisiitra, the characteristics of
inscribed letters. The third chapter is devoted to the contents of story, literary styles of writings,
characters, scenes and technigues of composition. In the forth chapter, the preaching, teaching,
beliefs and influence of the Malaistitra on paintings, traditions and religious ceremony are analysed

and discussed. The last chapter deals with the conclusions and suggestions for the further research.

The results of study revealed that the Milaisiitra was famous and popular traditional
Buddhist literature in the Eastern” Thailand because we found many original palm-leaves (Bai - 1an) in
the Middie and Eastern> Thailand. Moreover, we found that the contents and literary styles of writings
of this Milaisiitra version found in Chantaburi National library of Thailand were different from the
other versions in some details. In this Malaistitra version, the Pali - Gathas and Thai translation were
used in the form of requests and replies for describing the story. Therefore, this version of the
Malaisiitra has its own style. However, for the other versions, the theme of this Malaistitra teaches
people to refrain from evil deeds, to make the virtue and drill pure spirit for making the merit which
will bear the result for being in the Sri- Arya Age. Nowadays, this version of the Malaisiitra is
chanted along with the Malai - Klawn — Suad by some monks of the Daowadeungsaram temple.
This style of chanting makes people enjoy and understand the teaching easily. Furthermore, the
Malaisiitra has a lot of influence on the minds of Thai Buddhists believing in the Law of Karma,
Narok and Sawan (hell and heaven) and the S - Arya Age. The Malaisiitra also influences Thai

paintings, traditions and ceremonies.
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