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52920258: MAJOR: MIDWIFERY NURSING; M.N.S. (MIDWIFERY NURSING)
KEYWORDS: PREGNANCY WOMEN/ INITIATION OF ANTENATAL CARE

RANU SRISUK: FACTORS INFLUENCING INITIATION OF ANTENATAL
CARE WITHIN THE FIRST 12 WEEKS OF PREGNANCY AMONG PREGNANT WOMEN
VISITING ANTENATAL CLINICS IN PHANUT NIKHOM DISTRICT, CHON BURI
PROVINCE) ADVISORY COMMITTEE: WANNEE DEOISRES, Ph.D., WILAIPHAN

SAWATPHANIT, M.N.S., 67 P. 2016.

Early initiation of antenatal care during the first 12 weeks of pregnancy is still
problematic for pregnant women in many areas of Thailand. The objectives of this research were
to examine the rate of initiation of antenatal care and factors influencing initiation of antenatal
care within the first 12 weeks of pregnancy among women visiting antenatal care clinics in
Phanut Nikhom District, Chon Buri Province. The research participants were 274 pregnant
women who received first antenatal care services at Phanut Nikhom hospital, private medical
clinics and health promoting hospitals in Phanut Nikhom District. Multi-stage random sampling
technique was used to select the participants. Self- report questionnaires were used for data
collection. Data were analyzed by using descriptive statistics, Chi-Square test and multiple
logistic.

The results showed that 46 percent for pregnant women initiated antenatal care within
the first 12 weeks of their pregnancy. History of high risk pregnancy (AOR = 52.17, 95%,

CL = 15.33-177.53, p < .001) attitude towards antenatal care (AOR = 52.16, 95%, CL = 10.24-
265.57, p <.001) family support for antenatal care (AOR = 22.57, 95%, CL = 3.38-150.86,

p =.001) knowledge of antenatal care (AOR =4.01, 95%, CL = 1.31-12.27, p = .015) and having
moderate level and high level of family income (AOR = 7.26, 95%, CL = 1.56-33.58, p = .011,
AOR = 13.34, 95%, CL = 2.67-66.77, p = .002 respectively) were found to be significant
influencing factors of initiation of antenatal care within the first 12 weeks.

Findings of the study suggested that health care providers should enhance women’s
knowledge and positive attitude towards antenatal care, and promote family support to increase

the rate of antenatal care within the first 12 weeks.
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