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54910100: MAIJOR: THAI STUDIES: M.A. (THAI STUDIES).
KEYWORDS: MONASTERY/ SIAN EHUD YI/ THE WAY OF LIFE/ BELIEFS/
THAILAND’S CHINESE PEOPLE/ CHON BURI
SUTEP SAWCHAROEN: DHEPBHUDTHARAM: REFLECTION OF THE WAY
OF LIFE AND BELIEFS OF THE THAILAND’S CHINESE DESCENDANTS IN CHON BURI
PROVINCE. ADVISORY COMMITTEE: BOONLERT YONGPHET, Ph.D., PAO

BOONYIAM, Ph.D. 122 P. 2015.

The objectives of the research were to study 1. The history and development of
Dhepbhudtharam Monastery (Sian Ehud Y1) and 2. Thailand’s Chinese descendants’ way of life,
culture and beliefs influencing the art and architecture of Dhepbhudtharam Monastery in Mueang
District, Chon Buri Province. Qualitative approach was used for the study.

The results of the study showed that both the history and development of
Dhepbhudtharam Monastery (Sian Ehud Y1) in Mueang District, Chon Buri Province and the way
of life, culture, and belief of Thailand’s Chinese descendants living around Dhepbhudtharam
Monastery influenced the art and architecture of Dhepbhudtharam Monastery.

The findings revealed that Dhepbhudtharam Monastery or “Sian Ehud Yi” was the first
monastery of the Buddhist Mahayana Affiliation in Chon Buri Province. The teaching was
derived from Siam Jong Doctrine, Chan Doctrine, Zen Doctrine, or Lin Qi Branch (meditation).
The ancient religious place, built by one of the priest whose name was" Venerable Tak Hi ", was
located in Mueang District, Chon Buri Province.

The art and rituals of the monastery reflected the way of life and beliefs of Thailand’s
Chinese descendants living around the monastery. There were three features of the way of life and
beliefs: 1. people believed in destiny according to the principles of Buddhism, 2. Monastery was
the center of spirits and beliefs of people in the community, 3. Traditions and rituals were a good

pattern to maintain and inherit cultural heritage to the community.
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