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ABSTRACT

The objectives of this Burapha University Graduate schoo institution research were to
study the employment status of the 2004 graduates; their opinion towards curriculum, teaching
and learning management and supporting facilities as well as equipments; and the opinion on
work performance as perceived by their superiors and fellow employees.

Research instruments included 3 sets of questionnaires. Set 1 was the survey of job status
of the graduates; Set 2 was the survey of the graduates’ opinion towards curriculum, instruction
and supporting facilities and equipments. Set 3, to be answéred by the graduates’ superior and
fellow employees, was a survey on the graduate characters and work performance. Questionnaires
were distributed and coliected on 1 the same day during 2004 commencement practice at the
university. Data from the graduates’ supervisor and feilow employees were mail collected.
Frequency and percentage were used for the analyses of data. 84.1% of graduates return the
questionnaires of which 84.1% was completed and thus used for analyses. Further analyses
revealed the following : 92.3% was already on the job before entering the graduate studies; out of
14 graduates without job coming into graduates programs, 25 got jobs after graduation, however,
9 were still unemployed ; the graduates income was mostly in the bracket of 15,001-20,000
baht/month ; 60.9% was government employees while 17.0% was employees in private sector;
71.1% of the graduates got a job related to their field of study and were able to apply their
knowledge on their job at high(58.6%) and moderate (32.3%) levels; 13.8 % of graduates
reported that their job was the same but with higher position after graduation while 7.5% reported
of working in different job with higher job position; this is to say that 21.3% of the graduates had
higher job position after graduation and 76.1% of them was satisfy with the job situation.

With respect to their opinion towards curriculum, teaching and learning management and
supporting facilities and equipments, data revealed that the two best things of the curriculum were
job related and up-to- date. The two least appreciation were laboratory/field experience and study
visit/practical experience. The management of instruction was most appropriate in two categories,

i. . supervision from the lecturers and readiness of the lecturers, However the two drawback of



the instructional management were that insufficient number of lecturers and the poor sequence of
courses planned for a student to take. On the issue of thesis supervision, therprocess of evaluation
of thesis / project and good coordination between supervisors received high scores from the
graduates, however, lacking of thesis / project supervision and assignment of supervisors
remained be the major weakness of this aspect. In addition the three academic support most
appreciated by the graduates were good service at University Main library, good lecture rooms,
and good service at the University Registrar office.

In views of employers, superiors and follow employees, data indicated that 75% of them
saw that the graduate’s job performance had improved. In defails, 82.8% felt that the graduates
had higher ability to do the job while 13.8% and 1.9% felt that the graduates ability was the same
and got worst respectively. Furthermore, the same group’s opinion on the graduates on the issue
of specific job performance indicated that the graduates become more confidence, showing higher
personel and civic responsiblites, always kept on moving forward learning new things. However,
three major problems still persisted among the graduates were English language skills, general
knowledge on other fields of study beside major subject area, and ability to use internet.

The research team had suggested that a comparative study on the pre and post graduation
should be carried out to find out any change has occurred to graduates to graduates. Suggestions
were also delivered to department, facilities/college, various service units of the University with

low score on the graduate opinion to realize and improve their works.
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