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Abstract

This descriptive research was to survey situations and numbers, and to
examine lifestyles, growth, supports, quality of life and quality of care for orphans
affected by HIV/AIDS and vulnerable children in the eastern region, Chon Buri
province, Thailand. Postal survey was used to collect data about situations and
numbers of the children by mailing to Bureau of Provincial Public Health. Sample
included 210 dyads of orphans affected by HIV/AIDS and their primary caregivers.
Indepth interview and focus group discussion were used to collect qualitative data of
the chidren and the stakeholders. Instruments for quantitiative data included the
Quality of Life’s and the Quality of Care’s Scales, the Emotional Quotient’s Scale for
Children age of 3-5 years, 6-11 years and 12-18 years, and the Depression Scale for
Adolescents. Content analysis was used to analyze qualitative data. For quantitative
data, frequencies, percents, means, standard deviations, and ranges were used. Results
of the study revealed that for the data accumulated until the end of the year 2003, the
most orphans and vulnerable children in the eastern region was Chon Buri, and the
next was Rayong. However, numbers of the children was declining each year. Needs
and problems of the children included 1) financial support, 2) education, 3)
recognition and understanding from community and society, and 4) health care. Mean
age of caregivers was 42.7 years. Most of the caregivers were mothers, and some
were grandmothers. They were healthy, in general. Monthly family income was
approximately 4,700 Baht, which was inadequate for their living expenses. Mean age
of the children was 10.3 years. There was equal percentage between boys and girls.
90% of them were studying, and 96% were normal health. Approximately 70% of the
children had appropriated growth for both weight for age and height for age, as well
as weight for height. Only 67% of children under 5 years old were completed
immunization. Quality of life of the children was high, except the finance that was
moderate. Quality of child care was moderate-high. The orphans and vulnerable
children of all age groups were low for their emotional intelligence. 17-50% of
adolescents affected by AIDS were depressed. These findings indicated that financial
support, education, health care, recognition and understanding from community and
society, and adoptive parents would need to be strengthened for orphans and
vulnerable children affected by HIV/AIDS. In addition, their caregivers would need
to be supported for their finance and information.
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- nafunuR 16 7.6
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agualy | Sou imiinanaaiey (Weight for Age)
d L 9/ 1 kY ¥ Y
MU | AeudNInn nn poutnatioy | o
0-<31 6 4 0 0 2 0
3-<6% 30 15 3 8 0 4
6-<129 88 61 2 4 11 10
12- 181 86 72 5 4 2 3
53U 210 152 10 16 15 17
(72.4 %) (4.8 %) (7.6 %) (7.1 %) 8.1 %)
a a Y a a ) g o o o
maafi 16 anudayFasazvesmaniydu Tnduanugeueudndminnlsaead
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0-<31l 6 3 0 2 0 1
3-<61 30 15 0 9 1 5
6-<129 88 52 1 5 8 22
12-181 86 70 2 2 5 7
3 210 140 3 18 14 35
(66.7 %) (1.4 %) (8.6 %) (6.7 %) (16.7 %)
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3-<61l 30 17 0 2 5 3 3
6-<121 88 54 0 6 11 6 11
12-18% 86 65 2 13 3 3 0
3 210 141 2 21 19 12 15
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KA lasuNan Iz Nl 14U Souny
819 0- 51/
- ésudnduasy 20 66.6
- @suaduluasy 8 26.7
- insw 2 6.7
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- AN 51 180 -

oy -1
2.3 AUMHITINVBUAN
=3 1 Aa S o ) SR -
anuiave lanegunmadiaveuaniniinin lsawadnany Tasnmsilsziiv
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vaafquaiinnuitawe laTassamnd uazuondlussdwiinzuuuseulimegs
sndudnussugaifinzuuuihunats Taefinzuuuswyadiumae 56.07 (SD = 8.97,
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=< 1 an g o 9/ s s
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anufianelanenumniInveudn X SD Range
1. Taggouynanu 56.07 8.97 34— 380
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4. ATWATHFN 4.09 1.54 2-8
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¥ [ v
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NYATU
AUMNNIGUALAD X SD Range
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