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Abstract

This correlational predictive research
aimed to examine predictors, including percep-
tion of illness severity, education of parent aad

information support on parental uncertainty in
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critical illness of children in a Pediatric Inten-
sive Care Unit (PICU). Sample included 76
parents of children with 1 month to 15 years
of age admitted in the PICU at Nopparat
Rajathanee hospital in Bangkok. Data were
collected during March to August 2011. Re-
search instruments consisted of the demographic
questionnaire, the parent’s perception of uncer-
tainty in illness scale, the information support
questionnaire, and the perception of child ill-
ness severity scale. The first two scales had
their Cronbach’s alpha reliabilities of .93 and
.79, respectively, and the last scale had its
test-retest reliability of .78. Data were analyzed
by using frequency, percent, mean, standard
deviation, range, Pearson’s correlation and mul-
tiple regression analyses.

Results revealed that there was a signifi-
cantly negative correlation between perception
of illness severity and the parental uncertainty
in the child critical illness (r = -.239, p < .05).
However, parental education and information
support were not significantly correlated with
the parental uncertainty (p > .05). Perception of
illness severity was the one and the best signifi-
cant predictor of the parental uncertainty. It ac-
counted for 4.5% (FL ., = 4497, p <.05) in the
prediction.

These findings suggest that nurses who
give nursing care for critically ill children should
promote appropriate, correct and adequate per-
ception of illness severity of the children to help

decrease parental uncertainty.

Key words : Perception of illness severity,
education of parent, information support,

parental uncertainty, critically ill children
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