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Abstract

ldeology was made necessary by the age of Enlightenment belief that people
could improve their conditions by taking positive action instead of passively accepting
life told by their spiritual and temporal superiors as it came. Ideology often becomes a
necessary conceptual reference as a point of departure when discussing the state,
social justice, equality, social policy, and social reform so it influences the role of the
state, institutional organization of society, the nature of governmental policy, including
climate for either societal reform or the maintenance of the status quo.

This article is preceded by the role and significance of.ideology and then goes
on to the Western Europe societal context in the<late eighteenth century ideology was
first used, the development of ideology, ideologicalformation, the functions and general
mode of operation of ideology which ideologists use to nourish:and sustain the
possession and exercise of power; the linkage between ideology and\social policy, and
end with the contextual aspect of symbolic forms. whigh facilitate the mabilization of

ideology meaning-to the desired end.

Keywords;fdeology, Mode of Operation of Ideclogy, Symbolic forms.
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