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Abstract

This article aims to study a turning point in American foreign policy marked by
the Spanish-American War in 1898. The war thus begun for motives that primarily
humanitarian and sentimental—io help the Cubans in their fight against the Spanish
oppressive rule—was to have momentous consequence for both'Spain-and the United
States. For Spain it meant the loss of the last remnants of ifs\once great colonial empire.
To the United States it brought the sudden assumiption-ofcunprecedented imperial
responsibilities and the elevation to the statustaf*world power.” And all this was
accomplished in one of the shortest andhgast©ostly wars in history.

However, the acquisitiofPof\overseas territories in the Caribbeanand the Pacific
did not cause the United- States " sassumption of new world responsibifities. In the first
decade of the 20th century-that followed, American diplomacy was essentially cautious
and pragmatic in\its relations with foreign governments. Nevertheless, the war did
encapsulate\the directions of the United States\foreign-policy. The United States ceased
to be'a land-bound and isolationist nation and-te among the great European powers in
the hunt for territories and forefgn markets which were the order of the day. But the
Americans were mare-{gntative-in their drive to annex colonies than did the Eurcpean.
And though the intaréstin foreign markets remained intense, the urge to add colenial
possession soon-passed. The acquisition of overseas territories was thus rather the
result and/symbol of the United States new attitude toward the world. Perhaps, this new
attitude was less a reflection on the policy change on the part of the United States than

on the transitional nature of contemporary world economy and international affairs.

Keywords: Revolution, World Power, Imperialism
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