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Abstract

The study was aimed to provide information regarding the history and local
wisdom of people in Tambon Bangphra, Amphoe Sriracha, Chonburi Province from the
time the name of “Bangphra Ruea” City first appeared on ancient maps up to present.
The information was gathered through documents and interviews. The findings were as
follows:

Historically, the name "Bangphra Ruea” first appeared on Tralpoom Map in
Ayutthaya Period. Bangphra was a city, Amphoe, Tambol. Itis(now Bangphra Subdistrict
Administrative Organization and Municipality. The Military\Training Unit had been
founded in Bangphra. The kings who have made trips to Bangphra were King Mongkut
(Rama 1V) and King Bhumibol Adulyadej. The name “Bangphra” was derived from both
the feature of a rock similar to the Buddha image hidden by the track side ‘and. the state
of being the Buddhist Center of Sawang Arom Temple.

Physically, Tumbon Bangphra was covered with tropical rain forest. People lived
in small communities along Sukleep canal which is the.major-source of water. There
were many sea ports and people in seashore community are mostly Chinese. After World
War\T'wo, the area of forest was seriously damaged and starch production factories were
bullty-which caused severe pollution. Carts and horses were used for land transportation
and sailboats were used for water transportation. For education, the third grade at Wat
Bangphra was the highest level available.

Locat\wisdom in Tambon Bangphra includes Day to Day Living, Medical
Treatment, Way, of Living, Religion, Beliefs and Traditions, Language, Literature and Arts,
and SocialInteraction.

Important places in Bangphra included important religious and cultural places,

military centers, economic and tourist places.
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